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the Dutch had contemplated a separate agreement
with France and the Emperor had actually con-
cluded separate agreements with France in 1707,
and that this was the only assured way of making
peace. Moreover, both the Allies gained hand-
somely from the partition of the Spanish Empire.
As to the question of Spain and the Bourbons, why
had he changed his mind since 1701 ? In any case,
he overestimated the ease with which that country
could be conquered. As in other political ques-
tions, undoubtedly personal factors influenced his
view of the Treaty. For instance, he had long
hoped that after the peace the Emperor would
fulfil his promise of making him Governor-
General of the Spanish Netherlands and that the
Dutch would at last approve. If the Allies were
alienated by the peace treaties they would not
trouble to gratify the British general who had
won the war for them. There was also the prince-
dom of Mindelheim in conquered Bavaria to be
considered. Some of the very few letters which
the Duke wrote in exile concerned this princi-
pality, which he visited in June, 1713 ; in the
long run he lost this too, and although he com-
plained to Eugene, was not compensated. How-
ever, Marlborough neither wrote nor uttered any
criticisms of the Treaty when in exile. Some say
that the resumption of the payments on the
building of Blenheim Palace was the price paid
for his silence.

When he first went abroad, although welcomed
by magistrates and common people in Belgium
and Holland, the Duke was lonely. He even had
no secretary and was forced to pen letters in his